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offence heavy enough to outweigh a life-time of merit. The
Parsi apologist might call in some similar expedient for deter-
mining the procedure of the heavenly assize. But surely it
must often have happened that no really fair comparison of
brief degradation with long-continued virtue could make the
scale descend against a man whose fall occurred only a short
time before his death. Yet obviously he takes with him into
the Unseen a present condition of Evil Thought that makes
him no meet inhabitant of the heaven whose name is Vahistem
Manah.

The same is true of the reverse case. The history of Chris-
tianity is full of broken earthenware miraculously mended.
A man who for years has been the vilest of the vile is in
a moment transformed, loses the very wish to sin, and spends
the rest of his life in a fervour of repaiation, saving other men
out of the furnace which had so nearly consumed him. Such
a case raises problems which we cannot with our knowledge
solve. Apply the Zoroastrian test to that member of Barab-
bas's company of * patriotic' murderers. Suffering the most
barbarous torture that ever man's fiend-like ingenuity devised
for his fellow man, the dying dacoit confesses that the cross
itself was no more than he deserved. He turns to the spotless
Sufferer beside him, and cries from his broken heart, ' Jesus,
remember me when thou comest in thy kingdom*. And
instantly the royal word comes back, t To-day shalt thou be
with me in Paradise'. Paradise regained by a moment's
repentance in midst of mortal pain! Ill had it gone with
that malefactor at the Bridge of the Separator, when to
balance those murders and atrocities of a blind revolt against
constituted authority there was placed in the other scale a cry
of anguished repentance, and a recognition of regal Goodness
for which even the cross was only the step of an eternal
throne. But will the Parsi claim that Jesus was wrong ?

In our next chapter we will return to this problem, and ask
whether Christianity can answer the hard question which the
Parsi inquirer has asked of his Solomon all in vain! It is